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Overview of the program

2

1. What is the Community Data Program?

2. What datasets are available through the program?

3. What are some tools and program resources?

4. What have members done with the data?

5. What is communitydata.ca?

6. How do I find data?

7. How do I use the data?

Program

Note: Items 5-7 are covered in orientation sessions but not this 

PowerPoint 

Website



WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY 
DATA PROGRAM?
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Origins of the program

• Established in the 1990s

• Data cost sharing 
strategy

• From Statistics Canada 
primarily

• Analyze and report on 
socioeconomic trends

• Focus on small area 
geography
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The CDP Today

• Organizations across Canada came together 
originally to purchase urban poverty data 

• Today, CDP provides access to a wealth of unique 
data products and serves the needs of hundreds 
of organizations

• Local community data consortia participate in 
the national network, providing leadership and 
oversight

• The consortium model has evolved into a tool 
for community development
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What is a consortium?

• Legal group of organizations focused on the 

implementation of a public service goal

• Established at the community level

• Multi-stakeholder, multi-sector

• Comes together to acquire data

• Functions as a Community Development entity
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Examples of Member Organizations

Municipal governments

Local United Way chapters

Community health centres

Social planning councils

School boards

Immigration and youth services

Libraries

Economic development agencies
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The Community Data Program 

helps municipalities and 

community sector organizations
…

Monitor and report on trends

Acquire customized data

Reduce costs

Build capacity

Advocate for community data
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The Community Data Network

Community Data Consortia: 30+

Consortium Member Organisations: 350+

Registered Individuals: 1,500+
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The Community Data Network
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What do members get?
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Data Capacity building Networking

Direct access to web-

based customized 

community data

Data analysis tools and 

training

National network with 

teleconferences and 

annual face-to-face 

events

i



WHAT DATASETS ARE 

AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 
PROGRAM?
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Broadly speaking…

• Smallest possible geographic scale

– Always sub-provincial

– Lower- and upper-tier municipalities

– Neighbourhood-level where possible (DA, CT)

• Custom Statistics Canada data 

– Custom cross-tabulations

– Custom boundaries

• Analysis, reporting, visualization tools

• Links to open data
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Census and Taxfiler (T1FF) data
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Census and NHS
Standard Census geographies and 

custom geographies

• Community profiles

• Target group profiles

• Cross-tabulations 

(standard and custom)

• Community Poverty Project 

(custom for CDP)

Taxfiler (T1FF)
Standard postal geographies and some 

Census geographies

• Family data

• Individual data

• Seniors

• Financial data and charitable 

donations

• Migration

• Income inequality and working 

poverty (custom for CDP)



Other small area data
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Canadian Business 
Counts

Census Tract and Census 
Subdivision

Equifax 
Credit Report 

Characteristics
Six-digit Postal Code

Shelter Capacity 
Report (ESDC)

Municipalities

Postal Code 
Conversion File

ENVISION 
CensusPlus

Building Permits

Census Subdivision



Where to find datasets
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Website Catalogue

Online repository of datasets including a filter search 

or Data by Theme search

communitydata.ca/catalogue



Community Data Catalogue

• Small area data for all of Canada 

• Over 20 public & private data providers

• Municipal and neighbourhood level data

• Statistics Canada custom orders

• Custom geographies

• Analysis, reporting, and visualization tools

• Portal to “the Free Stuff”
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Data by Theme

• Community data products organized by theme

• Within each theme are variables relating to that topic

• Glossary available in associated Data Index with map
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Catalogue – Data By Theme



WHAT ARE SOME TOOLS AND 

PROGRAM RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE?
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Community Reporting

• Strength-in-Numbers Series

• Urban Poverty Project

• Community Snapshots

• Links to member publications
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Data Map Access Tool

• Tool to highlight important social development themes

• User-friendly solution to easily find, select, and download 

data
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DIY Infographics

• Templates and tools to visually report on a number of 

important social development themes

• Easy to use and free for members
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Webinars
• Four themes

• Generally range from 60 – 90 mins

• Host up to 100 participants

• Real-time data discussions
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Program Orientation

Learn how to use the CDP catalogue and Beyond 20/20 software

CDP Product Profiles

Get insight into CDP data products, including product methodology, 

examples of use, and limitations of use

Transforming Data into Intelligence

Make use of analytical tools, data visualization, and infographics

Data Charrettes

Expand your knowledge with live workshops led by a local 

consortium demonstrating the use 

of the CDP to access data on a particular topic



WHAT HAVE OTHER MEMBERS 
DONE WITH THE DATA?
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Halton Newcomer Strategy: 2013 
Community Indicators Report
• Halton Region, Ontario
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Ontario Works Service Plan, 2013-
2014
• District of Nipissing, Ontario
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The Region of Peel Ward Profiles, 
2015
• Peel Region, Ontario
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Living in the Red: Exploring 
Winnipeg’s Debt-scape, 2015

• Winnipeg, Manitoba
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Simcoe County Census and NHS 

bulletins, 2016
• Simcoe County, Ontario
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The Parent Resource Centre’s 

Eastern Region Community Profiles

• Ottawa Region, Ontario
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Join the Community Data Program

Users of an existing Member 
Organization can register for a 
free account on the website.

Non-member Organizations can 
be a part of the Community Data 
network by joining an existing 
Data Consortium.

Or start a local Data Consortium 
as a lead, and create a local 
network.
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Community Data Program 

For more information, please visit:

communitydata.ca or ccsd.ca

Or send us an email at:

info@communitydata.ca


